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The newly released 2000 commuting
patterns data for the Commonwealth
indicates that Kentucky is a net importer
of labor.  In 2000, 1,786,841 persons
worked at a location in Kentucky with a
net gain of 5,108 persons coming into the
state to work versus leaving it to work
elsewhere.  In 1990, Kentucky was a net
exporter of  labor with 5,503 more per-
sons leaving than coming into it to work.
In 2000, Kentucky had a net gain of 32,705
workers from Illinois, Indiana, Tennessee
and Virginia, while experiencing a net
loss of 27,454 to Missouri, Ohio, and West
Virginia.  The State’s greatest net change
was a net loss of 26,730 to Ohio.

Kentuckians are also increasingly com-
muting outside of their home county to
work.  In 1960 14.0% of Kentuckians
commuted out of county to work; in 1970,
18.0%; in 1980, 21.7%; in 1990, 25.9%; and
in 2000, 30.3%.  The map showing the
2000 percent of workers commuting to
work outside of resident county indicates
a range of 7.7% in Jefferson County to
77.9% in Spencer County.  Eighty-five of
Kentucky’s 120 counties are above the

state’s average of 30.3% with the largest
percentages in the suburban counties.

The 2000 commuting pattern data showing
workers who both live and work in their
resident county, those who commute out
and those who commute in is available by
county at the KSDC/KPR website
(ksdc.louisville.edu). The Robertson County
table on page 4 is an example of 2000
commuting pattern data indicating 358
workers who both live and work in
Robertson County, 564 resident workers
who work outside in 17 other Kentucky
counties and 3 other states and the District
of Columbia, and 73 nonresident workers
who commute into Robertson County from
6 other Kentucky counties.

2000 Kentucky Commuting Patterns

Map prepared by the Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development, Office of Workforce Research and Analysis.
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The KSDC News is produced by the Kentucky Popu-
lation Research (KPR) program of the Kentucky State
Data Center (KSDC) located at the University of
Louisville Urban Studies Institute. KPR and KSDC
collaborate as the Commonwealth’s official demo-
graphic agencies and representatives in US Bureau
of the Census federal-state cooperative programs.
The University of Louisville is an equal opportunity
institution. This publication was printed with state
funds KRS57.375.
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2000 County to County Worker Flows
Workers who Workers who  Workers who Resident workers Non-resident workers

live in work in live and work who commute out who commute into
the county the county in the county of the county  the county

Number Percent Number Percent

Adair 7,222 5,431 4,500 2,722 37.7% 931 17.1%
Allen 7,573 5,426 4,198 3,375 44.6% 1,228 22.6%
Anderson 9,335 4,619 3,343 5,992 64.2% 1,276 27.6%
Ballard 3,760 3,197 1,971 1,789 47.6% 1,226 38.3%
Barren 17,215 18,897 13,790 3,425 19.9% 5,107 27.0%
Bath 4,337 2,461 1,796 2,541 58.6% 665 27.0%
Bell 8,816 9,820 7,085 1,731 19.6% 2,735 27.9%
Boone 44,507 63,972 23,589 20,918 47.0% 40,383 63.1%
Bourbon 9,103 7,368 4,764 4,339 47.7% 2,604 35.3%
Boyd 19,106 25,708 13,816 5,290 27.7% 11,892 46.3%
Boyle 12,184 17,245 8,936 3,248 26.7% 8,309 48.2%
Bracken 3,818 1,629 1,270 2,548 66.7% 359 22.0%
Breathitt 4,764 3,978 3,177 1,587 33.3% 801 20.1%
Breckinridge 7,798 4,408 3,856 3,942 50.6% 552 12.5%
Bullitt 30,648 12,616 8,419 22,229 72.5% 4,197 33.3%
Butler 5,796 4,646 3,499 2,297 39.6% 1,147 24.7%
Caldwell 5,639 4,561 3,544 2,095 37.2% 1,017 22.3%
Calloway 15,532 16,028 12,816 2,716 17.5% 3,212 20.0%
Campbell 42,820 26,909 15,474 27,346 63.9% 11,435 42.5%
Carlisle 2,202 1,066 840 1,362 61.9% 226 21.2%
Carroll 4,466 6,810 3,475 991 22.2% 3,335 49.0%
Carter 10,258 7,139 5,641 4,617 45.0% 1,498 21.0%
Casey 6,089 3,932 3,305 2,784 45.7% 627 15.9%
Christian 33,000 50,492 28,878 4,122 12.5% 21,614 42.8%
Clark 15,487 14,297 8,492 6,995 45.2% 5,805 40.6%
Clay 6,374 5,377 4,091 2,283 35.8% 1,286 23.9%
Clinton 3,935 4,137 2,924 1,011 25.7% 1,213 29.3%
Crittenden 3,832 2,696 2,171 1,661 43.3% 525 19.5%
Cumberland 2,756 2,384 1,985 771 28.0% 399 16.7%
Daviess 42,298 43,422 36,476 5,822 13.8% 6,946 16.0%
Edmonson 4,606 1,944 1,595 3,011 65.4% 349 18.0%
Elliott 2,109 899 751 1,358 64.4% 148 16.5%
Estill 5,351 2,842 2,300 3,051 57.0% 542 19.1%
Fayette 136,793 167,128 117,584 19,209 14.0% 49,544 29.6%
Fleming 5,895 4,421 3,702 2,193 37.2% 719 16.3%
Floyd 12,284 11,778 8,443 3,841 31.3% 3,335 28.3%
Franklin 23,288 32,378 18,793 4,495 19.3% 13,585 42.0%
Fulton 2,787 3,469 1,668 1,119 40.2% 1,801 51.9%
Gallatin 3,589 2,437 1,317 2,272 63.3% 1,120 46.0%
Garrard 6,786 3,241 2,215 4,571 67.4% 1,026 31.7%
Grant 10,262 5,930 4,181 6,081 59.3% 1,749 29.5%
Graves 15,614 13,693 10,348 5,266 33.7% 3,345 24.4%
Grayson 9,918 9,166 7,320 2,598 26.2% 1,846 20.1%
Green 4,733 2,821 2,504 2,229 47.1% 317 11.2%
Greenup 13,798 9,569 5,930 7,868 57.0% 3,639 38.0%
Hancock 3,705 5,160 2,153 1,552 41.9% 3,007 58.3%
Hardin 44,815 47,591 36,030 8,785 19.6% 11,561 24.3%
Harlan 8,742 8,764 7,583 1,159 13.3% 1,181 13.5%
Harrison 8,293 6,135 4,942 3,351 40.4% 1,193 19.4%
Hart 6,945 5,374 4,148 2,797 40.3% 1,226 22.8%
Henderson 20,810 21,485 15,330 5,480 26.3% 6,155 28.6%
Henry 6,993 3,970 2,839 4,154 59.4% 1,131 28.5%
Hickman 2,164 1,625 1,043 1,121 51.8% 582 35.8%
Hopkins 19,065 18,570 15,060 4,005 21.0% 3,510 18.9%
Jackson 4,514 3,501 2,728 1,786 39.6% 773 22.1%
Jefferson 329,091 404,554 303,624 25,467 7.7% 100,930 24.9%
Jessamine 18,885 14,734 8,721 10,164 53.8% 6,013 40.8%
Johnson 7,943 6,868 5,321 2,622 33.0% 1,547 22.5%
Kenton 76,169 59,716 30,771 45,398 59.6% 28,945 48.5%
Knott 4,987 3,814 2,728 2,259 45.3% 1,086 28.5%
Knox 9,880 8,912 6,338 3,542 35.9% 2,574 28.9%
Larue 5,827 3,235 2,450 3,377 58.0% 785 24.3%
Laurel 21,180 21,987 16,286 4,894 23.1% 5,701 25.9%
Lawrence 4,899 3,530 2,483 2,416 49.3% 1,047 29.7%
Lee 2,188 1,715 1,280 908 41.5% 435 25.4%
Leslie 3,360 2,418 2,003 1,357 40.4% 415 17.2%
Letcher 7,582 6,582 5,492 2,090 27.6% 1,090 16.6%
Lewis 4,851 2,465 2,063 2,788 57.5% 402 16.3%
Lincoln 9,683 5,062 3,859 5,824 60.1% 1,203 23.8%
Livingston 4,431 3,082 1,727 2,704 61.0% 1,355 44.0%

Workers working in Kentucky 2000 1,786,841

    Work and live in same county 1,242,363

    Commute from another KY county 421,564

    Commute from another state 122,914

         Bordering states 115,460

         Other states 7,454

Workers living in Kentucky 2000 1,781,733

    Work and lIve in same county 1,242,363

    Commute to another KY county 421,564

     Commute to another state, country 117,806

         Bordering states 110,209

         Other states 7,091

         Abroad 506
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