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1990 1990% 2000 2000% Number Percent
Total population 2,573,216 100.0 2,844,658 100.0 271,442 10.5%

Under 5 years 195,365 7.6 204,364 7.2 8,999 4.6%
5 to 9 years 211,918 8.2 216,920 7.6 5,002 2.4%
10 to 14 years 213,305 8.3 218,742 7.7 5,437 2.5%
15 to 19 years 222,879 8.7 233,188 8.2 10,309 4.6%
20 to 24 years 196,640 7.6 212,947 7.5 16,307 8.3%
25 to 34 years 400,020 15.5 381,798 13.4 -18,222 -4.6%
35 to 44 years 349,564 13.6 425,372 15.0 75,808 21.7%
45 to 54 years 247,745 9.6 361,981 12.7 114,236 46.1%
55 to 59 years 107,784 4.2 132,202 4.6 24,418 22.7%
60 to 64 years 106,712 4.1 113,621 4.0 6,909 6.5%
65 to 74 years 180,149 7.0 185,710 6.5 5,561 3.1%
75 to 84 years 108,800 4.2 114,922 4.0 6,122 5.6%
85 years and over 32,335 1.3 42,891 1.5 10,556 32.6%

Median age (years) 31.1 (X) 33.8 (X) 2.7 8.7%

One race 1 2,573,216 100.0 2,824,637 99.3 251,421 9.8%
     White 1,633,461 63.5 1,746,099 61.4 112,638 6.9%
     Black or African American 915,057 35.6 1,033,809 36.3 118,752 13.0%
     American Indian and Alaska Native 8,525 0.3 11,652 0.4 3,127 36.7%
     Asian 12,679 0.5 18,626 0.7 5,947 46.9%
     Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 337 0.0 667 0.0 330 97.9%
     Some other race 3,157 0.1 13,784 0.5 10,627 336.6%
Two or more races 1 (X) (X) 20,021 0.7 (NA) (NA)

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 15,931 0.6 39,569 1.4 23,638 148.4%
Not Hispanic or Latino 2,557,285 99.4 2,805,089 98.6 247,804 9.7%
     White 1,624,198 63.1 1,727,908 60.7 103,710 6.4%

Total households 911,374 100.0 1,046,434 100.0 135,060 14.8%
Family households (families) 674,378 74.0 747,159 71.4 72,781 10.8%
          With own children under 18 years 340,705 37.4 363,416 34.7 22,711 6.7%
     Married-couple family 498,240 54.7 520,844 49.8 22,604 4.5%
          With own children under 18 years 241,822 26.5 234,484 22.4 -7,338 -3.0%
     Female householder, no husband present 145,221 15.9 180,705 17.3 35,484 24.4%
          With own children under 18 years 85,174 9.3 106,203 10.1 21,029 24.7%
Nonfamily households 236,996 26.0 299,275 28.6 62,279 26.3%
     Householder living alone 212,949 23.4 257,708 24.6 44,759 21.0%
          Householder 65 years and over 98,180 10.8 100,616 9.6 2,436 2.5%

 
Households with individuals under 18 years 381,784 41.9 414,602 39.6 32,818 8.6%
Households with individuals 65 years and over 236,810 26.0 248,129 23.7 11,319 4.8%

Average household size 2.75 (X) 2.63 (X) -0.12 -4.4%
Average family size 3.27 (X) 3.14 (X) -0.13 -4.0%

Source: 1990, 2000 Censuses, DP-1
Kentucky State Data Center
07/03

Profile of General Demographic Characteristics for Mississippi: 1990, 2000, and Change 1990-2000

Change
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 1990 1990% 2000 2000% Number Percent
Persons 25 years and over 1,538,997 100.0 1,757,517 100.0 218,520 14.2%
Less than 9th grade 240,267 15.6 169,178 9.6 -71,089 -29.6%
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 309,418 20.1 307,852 17.5 -1,566 -0.5%
High school graduate 423,624 27.5 516,091 29.4 92,467 21.8%
Some college, no degree 259,477 16.9 366,744 20.9 107,267 41.3%
Associate degree 79,264 5.2 100,561 5.7 21,297 26.9%
Bachelor's degree 149,109 9.7 194,325 11.1 45,216 30.3%
Graduate or professional degree 77,838 5.1 102,766 5.8 24,928 32.0%

 
Percent high school graduate or higher 64.3 72.9 8.6 13.4%
Percent bachelor's degree or higher 14.7 16.9 2.2 15.0%

White N/H - % high school graduate or higher 757,993 71.7 916,630 79.0 158,637 20.9%
White N/H - % bachelor's degree or higher 182,226 17.2 232,868 20.1 50,642 27.8%
Black - % high school graduate or higher 219,376 47.3 334,043 60.4 114,667 52.3%
Black - % bachelor's degree or higher 40,675 8.8 55,772 10.1 15,097 37.1%
Hispanic - % high school graduate or higher 5,261 67.7 11,693 59.1 6,432 122.3%
Hispanic - % bachelor's degree or higher 1,328 17.1 2,387 12.1 1,059 79.7%

LABOR FORCE STATUS 1989 1999 Number Percent
Persons 16 years and over 1,909,851 100.0 2,158,941 100.0 249,090 13.0%
In labor force 1,140,893 59.7 1,282,757 59.4 141,864 12.4%

Civilian labor force 1,123,485 58.8 1,267,092 58.7 143,607 12.8%
Employed 1,028,773 53.9 1,173,314 54.3 144,541 14.0%
Unemployed 94,712 5.0 93,778 4.3 -934 -1.0%

Armed Forces 17,408 0.9 15,665 0.7 -1,743 -10.0%
Not in labor force 768,958 40.3 876,184 40.6 107,226 13.9%

Males 16 years and over 890,741 100.0 1,023,250 100.0 132,509 14.9%
In labor force 610,981 68.6 675,042 66.0 64,061 10.5%

Civilian labor force 595,716 66.9 662,210 64.7 66,494 11.2%
Employed 551,693 61.9 617,005 60.3 65,312 11.8%
Unemployed 44,023 4.9 45,205 4.4 1,182 2.7%

Armed Forces 15,265 1.7 12,832 1.3 -2,433 -15.9%
Not in labor force 279,760 31.4 348,208 34.0 68,448 24.5%

Females 16 years and over 1,019,110 100.0 1,135,691 100.0 116,581 11.4%
In labor force 529,912 52.0 607,715 53.5 77,803 14.7%

Civilian labor force 527,769 51.8 604,882 53.3 77,113 14.6%
Employed 477,080 46.8 556,309 49.0 79,229 16.6%
Unemployed 50,689 5.0 48,573 4.3 -2,116 -4.2%

Armed Forces 2,143 0.2 2,833 0.2 690 32.2%
Not in labor force 489,198 48.0 527,976 46.5 38,778 7.9%

Selected Social and Economic Characteristics for Mississippi: 1990, 2000 and Change 1990-2000

Change
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Selected Social and Economic Characteristics for Mississippi: 1990, 2000 and Change 1990-2000

POVERTY STATUS 1989 1999 Number Percent
Families 137,025 20.2 120,039 16.0 -16,986 -12.4%
With related children under 18 years 103,009 27.0 92,224 22.2 -10,785 -10.5%

With related children under 5 years 49,159 32.1 42,715 26.3 -6,444 -13.1%

Female householder, no husband present 71,668 50.6 71,541 40.2 -127 -0.2%
With related children under 18 years 62,305 61.4 62,113 48.1 -192 -0.3%

With related children under 5 years 29,066 72.5 28,798 57.2 -268 -0.9%

Persons for whom poverty status is determined 631,029 25.2 548,079 19.9 -82,950 -13.1%
Persons 18 years and over 382,324 21.7 341,629 17.2 -40,695 -10.6%

Persons 65 years and over 90,243 29.4 61,239 18.8 -29,004 -32.1%

Related children under 18 years 246,224 33.5 203,101 26.7 -43,123 -17.5%
Related children under 5 years 68,791 35.7821 57,552 28.7 -11,239 -16.3%
Related children 5 to 17 years 177,433 32.6 145,549 26.0 -31,884 -18.0%

Source: 1990 and 2000 Census
Kentucky State Data Center
07/03

Change
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Mississippi
Population and Housing Narrative Profile: 2006 
Data Set: 2006 American Community Survey 
Survey: 2006 American Community Survey

NOTE. Although the American Community Survey (ACS) produces population, demographic and housing 
unit estimates, it is the Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program that produces and disseminates 
the official estimates of the population for the nation, states, counties, cities and towns and estimates of 
housing units for states and counties. 

For more information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see 
Survey Methodology. 

HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES: In 2006 there were 1.1 million households in Mississippi. The 
average household size was 2.6 people.

Families made up 69 percent of the households in Mississippi. This figure includes both 
married-couple families (46 percent) and other families (23 percent). Nonfamily households 
made up 31 percent of all households in Mississippi. Most of the nonfamily households were 
people living alone, but some were composed of people living in households in which no one 
was related to the householder.

The Types of Households in Mississippi in 2006

Married-couple 
families

46%

Other families 23%

People living 
alone

27%

Other nonfamily 
households

4%

 

Percent of households
Source: American Community Survey, 2006

NATIVITY AND LANGUAGE: Two percent of the people living in Mississippi in 2006 were 
foreign born. Ninety-eight percent was native, including 73 percent who were born in 
Mississippi.

Among people at least five years old living in Mississippi in 2006, 3 percent spoke a language 
other than English at home. Of those speaking a language other than English at home, 55 
percent spoke Spanish and 45 percent spoke some other language; 42 percent reported that 
they did not speak English "very well."

GEOGRAPHIC MOBILITY: In 2006, 83 percent of the people at least one year old living in 
Mississippi were living in the same residence one year earlier; 10 percent had moved during 
the past year from another residence in the same county, 4 percent from another county in the 
same state, 3 percent from another state, and less than 0.5 percent from abroad.

Geographic Mobility of Residents of Mississippi in 2006
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Percent of people age 1 year and over
Source: American Community Survey, 2006

EDUCATION: In 2006, 78 percent of people 25 years and over had at least graduated from 
high school and 19 percent had a bachelor's degree or higher. Twenty-two percent were 
dropouts; they were not enrolled in school and had not graduated from high school.

The total school enrollment in Mississippi was 787,000 in 2006. Nursery school and 
kindergarten enrollment was 91,000 and elementary or high school enrollment was 517,000 
children. College or graduate school enrollment was 179,000.

The Educational Attainment of People in Mississippi in 2006
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Some college, no 
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Percent of people 25 years and over
Source: American Community Survey, 2006

DISABILITY: In Mississippi, among people at least five years old in 2006, 21 percent reported 
a disability. The likelihood of having a disability varied by age - from 8 percent of people 5 to 15 
years old, to 19 percent of people 16 to 64 years old, and to 52 percent of those 65 and older.

INDUSTRIES: In 2006, for the employed population 16 years and older, the leading industries 
in Mississippi were Educational services, and health care, and social assistance, 22 percent, 
and Manufacturing, 15 percent.

Employment by Industry in Mississippi in 2006
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Source: American Community Survey, 2006

OCCUPATIONS AND TYPE OF EMPLOYER: Among the most common occupations were: 
Management, professional, and related occupations, 28 percent; Sales and office occupations,
24 percent; Production, transportation, and material moving occupations, 18 percent; Service 
occupations, 16 percent; and Construction, extraction, maintenance and repair occupations, 12
percent. Seventy-five percent of the people employed were Private wage and salary workers; 
18 percent was Federal, state, or local government workers; and 7 percent was Self-employed 
in own not incorporated business workers.

TRAVEL TO WORK: Eighty-two percent of Mississippi workers drove to work alone in 2006, 12
percent carpooled, less than 0.5 percent took public transportation, and 3 percent used other 
means. The remaining 2 percent worked at home. Among those who commuted to work, it took
them on average 24 minutes to get to work.

INCOME: The median income of households in Mississippi was $34,473. Seventy-six percent 
of the households received earnings and 17 percent received retirement income other than 
Social Security. Thirty-one percent of the households received Social Security. The average 
income from Social Security was $12,482. These income sources are not mutually exclusive; 
that is, some households received income from more than one source.

POVERTY AND PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS: In 2006, 21 percent of 
people were in poverty. Twenty-nine percent of related children under 18 were below the 
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poverty level, compared with 16 percent of people 65 years old and over. Seventeen percent of
all families and 42 percent of families with a female householder and no husband present had 
incomes below the poverty level.

Poverty Rates in Mississippi in 2006

People age 65 
and over

16%

Related children 
under 18 years

29%

All families 17%

Female 
householder 

families
42%

 

Percent below poverty level
Source: American Community Survey, 2006

POPULATION OF Mississippi: In 2006, Mississippi had a total population of 2.9 million - 1.5 
million (51 percent) females and 1.4 million (49 percent) males. The median age was 35.4 
years. Twenty-six percent of the population was under 18 years and 12 percent was 65 years 
and older.

The Age Distribution of People in Mississippi in 2006

65 and over 12%

45 to 64 24%

25 to 44 26%

18 to 24 11%

Under 18 26%

 

Percent of population
Source: American Community Survey, 2006

For people reporting one race alone, 61 percent was White; 38 percent was Black or African
American; less than 0.5 percent was American Indian and Alaska Native; 1 percent was Asian;
less than 0.5 percent was Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, and 1 percent was 
Some other race. One percent reported Two or more races. Two percent of the people in 
Mississippi was Hispanic. Fifty-nine percent of the people in Mississippi was White 
non-Hispanic. People of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS: In 2006, Mississippi had a total of 1.2 million housing units, 
13 percent of which were vacant. Of the total housing units, 71 percent was in single-unit 
structures, 13 percent was in multi-unit structures, and 16 percent was mobile homes. 
Thirty-one percent of the housing units were built since 1990.

The Types of Housing Units in Mississippi in 2006

Single-unit 
structures

71%

In multi-unit 
structures

13%

Mobile homes 16%

 

Percent of housing units
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Source: American Community Survey, 2006

OCCUPIED HOUSING UNIT CHARACTERISTICS: In 2006, Mississippi had 1.1 million 
occupied housing units - 760,000 (71 percent) owner occupied and 315,000 (29 percent) 
renter occupied. Twelve percent of the households did not have telephone service and 7 
percent of the households did not have access to a car, truck, or van for private use. Multi 
Vehicle households were not rare. Thirty-seven percent had two vehicles and another 22 
percent had three or more.

HOUSING COSTS: The median monthly housing costs for mortgaged owners was $940, 
nonmortgaged owners $315, and renters $584. Thirty-three percent of owners with mortgages,
17 percent of owners without mortgages, and 53 percent of renters in Mississippi spent 30 
percent or more of household income on housing.

Occupants with a Housing Cost Burden in Mississippi in 2006

Owners with 
mortgage

33%

Owners without 
mortgage

17%

Renters 53%

 

Percent paying 30 percent or more of income for housing
Source: American Community Survey, 2006

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey

The U.S. Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program produces the official population estimates for the nation, 
states, counties and places, and the official estimates of housing units for states and counties. The population and 
housing characteristics included above are derived from the American Community Survey.

Notes:
· Detail may not add to totals due to rounding.
· Percentages are based on unrounded numbers.
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Births Deaths Total International** Internal

Mississippi 74,129 106,023 311,575 205,552 -19,610 10,429 -30,039
.Adams County -2,630 268 3,195 2,927 -2,767 48 -2,815
.Alcorn County 1,051 345 3,411 3,066 871 132 739
.Amite County -257 133 1,186 1,053 -323 1 -324
.Attala County -61 170 2,069 1,899 -141 61 -202
.Benton County 11 245 863 618 -205 5 -210
.Bolivar County -2,998 1,449 4,500 3,051 -4,314 42 -4,356
.Calhoun County -478 210 1,468 1,258 -628 127 -755
.Carroll County -465 81 794 713 -497 27 -524
.Chickasaw County -466 780 2,155 1,375 -1,164 176 -1,340
.Choctaw County -706 134 757 623 -799 13 -812
.Claiborne County -832 358 1,139 781 -1,162 3 -1,165
.Clarke County -541 380 1,739 1,359 -846 1 -847
.Clay County -1,010 625 2,243 1,618 -1,592 28 -1,620
.Coahoma County -3,079 1,415 3,849 2,434 -4,405 80 -4,485
.Copiah County 560 1,218 3,284 2,066 -538 5 -543
.Covington County 954 564 2,199 1,635 460 36 424
.DeSoto County 42,194 7,822 14,174 6,352 34,762 840 33,922
.Forrest County 5,637 2,926 8,132 5,206 3,049 783 2,266
.Franklin County -136 169 787 618 -263 5 -268
.George County 2,793 981 2,494 1,513 1,888 96 1,792
.Greene County -162 238 1,089 851 -339 - -339
.Grenada County -187 102 2,257 2,155 -197 88 -285
.Hancock County -3,280 546 3,650 3,104 -3,572 80 -3,652
.Harrison County -13,496 7,485 20,209 12,724 -19,890 202 -20,092
.Hinds County -1,643 13,635 28,621 14,986 -14,212 807 -15,019
.Holmes County -1,148 961 2,794 1,833 -2,048 -5 -2,043
.Humphreys County -1,212 568 1,477 909 -1,753 61 -1,814
.Issaquena County -599 62 140 78 -650 5 -655
.Itawamba County 264 -13 2,024 2,037 371 12 359
.Jackson County -1,322 4,730 13,263 8,533 -5,322 570 -5,892
.Jasper County -78 531 1,867 1,336 -535 29 -564
.Jefferson County -780 363 966 603 -1,109 -1 -1,108
.Jefferson Davis County -1,149 187 1,248 1,061 -1,273 -6 -1,267
.Jones County 1,805 2,377 7,570 5,193 -299 1,039 -1,338

table with row headers in column A and column headers in rows 3 through 4 (leading dots indicate sub-parts)
Table 4: Cumulative Estimates of the Components of Population Change for Counties of Mississippi: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2007

Geographic Area Total Population 
Change* Natural Increase

Vital Events Net Migration
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Table 4: Cumulative Estimates of the Components of Population Change for Counties of Mississippi: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2007

Geographic Area Total Population 
Change* Natural Increase

Vital Events Net Migration

.Kemper County -344 243 960 717 -543 12 -555

.Lafayette County 3,978 1,195 3,502 2,307 2,919 397 2,522

.Lamar County 8,628 2,636 4,907 2,271 6,193 33 6,160

.Lauderdale County -1,061 1,701 8,533 6,832 -2,429 -95 -2,334

.Lawrence County 83 319 1,308 989 -179 3 -182

.Leake County 1,888 868 2,729 1,861 1,105 84 1,021

.Lee County 4,594 3,379 8,905 5,526 1,573 283 1,290

.Leflore County -2,859 1,461 4,304 2,843 -4,298 113 -4,411

.Lincoln County 1,363 636 3,386 2,750 898 34 864

.Lowndes County -1,972 2,628 6,503 3,875 -4,386 -22 -4,364

.Madison County 14,713 2,264 9,252 6,988 12,913 338 12,575

.Marion County 140 408 2,835 2,427 -160 27 -187

.Marshall County 1,702 996 3,678 2,682 868 43 825

.Monroe County -936 863 3,718 2,855 -1,637 15 -1,652

.Montgomery County -698 215 1,187 972 -861 -6 -855

.Neshoba County 1,552 1,383 3,683 2,300 294 28 266

.Newton County 491 824 2,511 1,687 -245 -11 -234

.Noxubee County -674 654 1,455 801 -1,291 55 -1,346

.Oktibbeha County 996 2,127 4,143 2,016 -978 855 -1,833

.Panola County 1,128 1,476 4,098 2,622 -185 38 -223

.Pearl River County 8,450 1,370 5,062 3,692 7,363 47 7,316

.Perry County 67 338 1,228 890 -218 -5 -213

.Pike County 861 1,373 4,712 3,339 -353 16 -369

.Pontotoc County 2,136 1,216 2,988 1,772 1,027 139 888

.Prentiss County -180 529 2,316 1,787 -597 - -597

.Quitman County -1,205 270 1,048 778 -1,457 2 -1,459

.Rankin County 23,035 7,576 13,646 6,070 15,997 633 15,364

.Scott County 472 1,523 3,449 1,926 -927 600 -1,527

.Sharkey County -1,009 319 736 417 -1,305 5 -1,310

.Simpson County 185 700 2,907 2,207 -410 119 -529

.Smith County -173 217 1,509 1,292 -324 30 -354

.Stone County 2,109 370 1,460 1,090 1,795 7 1,788

.Sunflower County -3,405 1,140 3,546 2,406 -4,386 102 -4,488

.Tallahatchie County -1,643 396 1,442 1,046 -1,990 34 -2,024

.Tate County 1,540 1,056 2,876 1,820 606 7 599
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Table 4: Cumulative Estimates of the Components of Population Change for Counties of Mississippi: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2007

Geographic Area Total Population 
Change* Natural Increase

Vital Events Net Migration

.Tippah County 334 565 2,384 1,819 -139 240 -379

.Tishomingo County -108 -197 1,642 1,839 164 74 90

.Tunica County 1,226 762 1,497 735 496 44 452

.Union County 1,545 805 2,738 1,933 857 213 644

.Walthall County 204 387 1,593 1,206 -111 5 -116

.Warren County -778 1,878 5,598 3,720 -2,481 119 -2,600

.Washington County -7,333 2,542 7,178 4,636 -9,745 180 -9,925

.Wayne County -120 777 2,234 1,457 -792 16 -808

.Webster County -505 -12 1,016 1,028 -457 3 -460

.Wilkinson County -46 34 1,005 971 -35 -2 -33

.Winston County -455 421 1,970 1,549 -800 99 -899

.Yalobusha County 621 308 1,427 1,119 369 12 357

.Yazoo County -962 1,039 3,158 2,119 -1,886 76 -1,962

Table 4: Cumulative Estimates of the Components of Population Change for Counties of Mississippi: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2007 (CO-EST2007-04-28)
Source: Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau
Release Date: March 20, 2008

*Total population change includes residual - see State and County Terms & Definitions at http://www.census.gov/popest/topics/terms/states.html.
**Net international migration includes the international migration of both native and foreign-born populations. Specifically, it includes: (a) the net international migration of the foreign born, (b) the net migration 
between the United States and Puerto Rico, (c) the net migration of natives to and from the United States, and (d) the net overseas movement of the Armed Forces population.
Note: The April 1, 2000 estimates base reflects changes to the Census 2000 population resulting from legal boundary updates as of January 1 of the estimates year, other geographic program changes, and 
Count Question Resolution actions.  All geographic boundaries for the 2007 population estimates series are defined as of January 1, 2007.  Dash (-) represents zero or rounds to zero.
Suggested Citation:

Page 3

14






